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Highlights of the Press briefing Held at 1615 Hours 07.08.2014

Smt. Shobha Oza addressed the media today.
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On a question that why this issue has been left to be taken up in the AICC briefing,
Smt. Shobha Oza said these are the answers which are, as 1 said, very important
which need to be answered. This is a constitutional post and there has to be clarity

on it. The issue is being taken up at a party forum in an official briefing,
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eR W@l 2| It was the B]P who was vehemently opposing it through and through
all these six years.
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On the question of FDI both in Railways and Defence, after the Budget has been
passed, hardly any Congress member has been seen opposing it, the Congress voted
in favour, Smt. Oza said in principle we are for FDI, it was our baby, it is still our
baby.

On the question of reaction of the Congress party on Factories Amendment Bill in
relation to the night shift for the women and whether the Congress party is going to
support this labour reform, Smt. Oza said night shift for women in factories, as a
women organization Chief, I do not recommend or at least my organization will not
support it because [ feel with the type of atmosphere we have in our country at
present, the number of rape cases we have and steady increase in atrocities, sexual
harassment, assault against women, [ don't think it is very advisable to have night
shifts for women in factories, if you remember there was a lot of concern for the
women who were working for BPOs and who travel during night time, I strongly
oppose that move of the government. Smt. Oza further said we have 12 hours a day
for the employer to employ women.

To a question when co-related with the women emplovees of BPOs and call centers,
Smt. Oza said in the private sector, if we go to the factory level down the workers

are paid differently, women are paid differently, men are paid differently.

Smt. Oza further said concerns were raised at that time also that women should be
allowed to work during the day time and not during night hours. [ am talking about
factories; | am not talking about BPOs. As a Chief of the Women organization,
I oppose this amendment that women be allowed to work during the night shifts in
factories.

On a further question that whether the spokesperson is saying this as a women
organization chief or on behalf of the AICC, Smt. Oza said | am saying it as a Mahila
Congress President. We are not opposed to the BPOs but factories you understand
the labourers. So what type of transport mode would they be able to commute, most
of the labour commute by public vehicle, they do not have their own vehicle, they
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g0 by bus or walk down. For safety reasons, we feel that women should be given
day duties. In BPOs, the vehicles are provided by the BPOs or if they have the safety
measure taken by the BPO, it is OK. Safety is the prime issue with women in our

country and that is what we look at as women organization.

On the question of the reaction of the Congress party about decision taken by the
Cabinet yesterday to try minor, Smt. Oza said as far as Mahila Congress is
concerned, we had taken a stand after Nirbhaya we did rise to the issue, we had in
fact made a similar demand that the age group of 16 and 18 when they commit any
heinous crime like rape and murder, they should be tried at par with the adult and
the punishment should be in accordance with the crime. That is what we had been
demanding. What you said is an issue we even went through then but we have seen
65% increase in crime rate of this age group of 16 to 18 which is really disturbing
because there is only three years’ punishment and when a person of this age group
commits such heinous crime like rape and murder, we feel that the crime they
commit - juvenile cannot commit, it is adult mindset which commits this crime and
because of this Juvenile Justice Act which we have right now, this age group does
not fear law at all because they know what the punishment is, they are aware of
what they are doing because they know they can do away with the crime they
commit. So it is high time with the changing time the exposure is so much that this
age group is adult enough to take decision. It is not out of innocent mind that they
are committing this crime. We need to revisit the Juvenile Justice Act.

On the question whether it is a considered view of the Congress party,
Smt. Oza said the Congress is a democratic party - it does leave its issues related to
students to the Students Wing, issues related with the vouth to the Youth Wing,
issues relating to the women to the Mahila Wing. It is, in fact, giving the liberty to
the frontal organization to take issues relating to those frontal organizations. When |

say they strengthen the organization, we stand by the organization,

On a further question as the spokesperson is speaking as Chief of the Mahila
Congress or the representative of the Congress party, Smt. Qza said I have been
blessed as a spokesperson of the Congress party and as Mahila Congress Chief but
when it comes to women issue, | think as Mahila Congress Chief.

To a question as to whether this is AICC briefing or a Mahila Congress briefing,
Shri Vadakkan intervened and said [ this is AICC briefing. So let us understand this
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position. Views of the Mahila Congress have been expressed. In most of the cases
the Mahila Congress tell us the line which the party normally follows. So you can
assume that this is the party line.

Smt, Oza said as far as the amendments in the Factories Act are concerned, it can be
discussed within the party but I said that this is our view, if there is any difference

of opinion, we will discuss it within our party.

On the question of the reaction of the Congress party over the news that Home
Ministry is considering withdrawing Padma Award to Saif Ali Khan since he was
involved in a brawl, Smt. Oza said if under any law which is set for Padma Shri or
Padma Bhushan, any person who is conferred with that award and if that person is

not fit under the law, the government can always take it back, if they can prove that,

On the question of the reaction of the Congress party over the statement of Sanjay
Raut of Shiv Sena that there are many more Actors who deserve such award, Smt.
Oza said there is no end to it. Anyone can say he is one up the person who is been
given the award.

On the question that the Cabinet has also cleared National Judicial Appointment
Commission Bill which will be a constitutional amendment, will the Congress party
support it, Smt. Oza said right now [ have no idea about it, We will await for the
party’s formulations.
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