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COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

Highlights of the Press briefing Held at 1615 Hours 23.07.2014
Dr. Shakeel Ahmad addressed the media today.
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To another question whether Ms. Sheila Dikshit is coming back to Delhi politics
as has been suggested by couple of Congress MI.As, Dr. Ahmad said Ms. Sheila
Dikshit is Governor of Kerala, she is holding constitutional post and she is not a
party Member. When she comes back to party, then we will think over it.

On another question if the Congress party is ready for poll now, Dr. Ahmad said
yes, as a responsible political party, one should always be ready to face the
people of that particular area whether it is state or national level. Congress is
ready to face the electorate.

To another related question whether the Congress party is going to meet the 1.G
and demand the polls, Dr. Ahmad said in a number of mectings with LG, we
have already made clear what are our views on elections of Delhi but I think on
the instruction of government of India or on the feedback of .G, the central
government will take a call but as a party the BJP, | think is afraid of elections at
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present. No, elections are not in our hands. [t is for the LG to decide and for the
BJP to direct him to take a call. Even if Congress is not in favour of elections,
what Congress can do, Congress is in opposition.

On the question of Leader of Opposition, Dr. Ahmad said the Hon'ble Speaker is
to take a call on the issue. There is no question of giving up the fight of the
Leader of Opposition because we have already made our representation to the
Hon'ble Speaker of the House. She will take a decision, when she will take a
decision, then we will respond to it. As far as my knowledge is concerned, we
have not received any formal communication on this.

On the question of the reaction of the Congress party on the statement of
Mr. Katju that the then PM Dr. Manmohan Singh is alleged to have put pressure
on the Supreme Court Collegium to give confirmation or extension to the AddlL
Judge of Madras High Court, now the government of the day has demanded a
clear statement from Dr. Manmohan Singh on the issue, Dr. Ahmad said | have
also read the statement of Mr. Katju regarding Collegium, it is another thing
because he was a senior Judge, he was a party to it but as far as his allegation
against the political leaders is concerned, it seems it is all based on hearsay.

My point is that UPA also wanted that there should be more transparency in the
appointments of Judges but not by humiliating the Collegium which the present
government is doing on one pretext or the other. Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji has
made a very clear and categorical statement that what the then Law Minister
Hansraj Bhardwaj has said, he has nothing to add more to that. It was
communication between the Collegium and the government, it has nothing to do
with the party but as a political party we, proposed for the formation of a
Commission initially. The present government, the party which is in the present
government BJP, as a party, was against the effort of the Congress or the then
UPA government to have more transparent method for the appointment of
Judges. Initially, they refused to support us and now they have made statement
that they are going to have a Commission for the appointment of Judges. We
support them but we are against the humiliation which in a planned way is
engineered in my opinion by the present government to humiliate the present
Collegium.

U6 I W & qeaudel gareirR @ apel d ey ye ud @ e gl

JgviEel & el 4 ) R @ W 2, 39 9 e urdl @) gRifbar 4B

SIH OX S1 3giE ] ®E [ ug waw $IE ugell ar wd) ang @ & gufrygs

q Ya9l dARBR @& Hiell W, Afemat o) sicdrak @ AnTel 3 ygd sy

yx €, d9gd fedl 4 4y ReE 2 ok & wiel @ 2 wg) dfea Nfsar #
3



ToR #ed yqel g¥ @ ) i) @ ¥g dl sty &) |l gar uigd | ag weEy
ITaR Aod 3—4 wrel A an ¥ 2 Ay eqal swnr Tl wwar g,
MNfar 271 amu=i wra 2 |

Ud = et u¥ fe aar g9l d). sng w1 wiel wie W) 2 €n aEde 4 a—eﬂ
& v 9 aiffie wildyr o9 fra & goma aedl & a1 &v uidt &) gewr elcd) 2
b o4 st @ aftre e fd uvg wid 84 gdl & fey i?r:ra 2 s
qaY @ Toid favg, e gIR &1 uw qwEn @ dﬁl [ w1y 2, w9 &=
4 ¥@d gU € dig gd Faddr 1 g1 wyasid § e sigw v Q?Hfﬂtﬂ @
wrer Y A glUT) g9 @1 g g Wer 48 R PR ik R S Gl
i 0 g d=7 |

In the case of Mr. Katju, does the Congress feel that it is being done at the behest
of the present government, Dr.Ahmad said we suspect that? 1 am not talking
exclusively of Mr. Katju. The atmosphere against the judicial Collegium that they
are succumbing to pressures, they are not impartial or they are giving favour to
certain individuals. So [ think this is an insult to the collegiums and it should be
not be engineered by any party.

To another question as to what can be the reasons for his outburst, Dr., Ahmad
said he is an outspoken person, he may have his reasoning why he has said these
things after a gap of ten long years but I will not suspect that he is doing all these
things to just for the extension of his tenure as Chairman of the Press Council of
India.

Dr. Ahmad further said there are insinuations in the media and in political circles
that very important and very influential people in the political party, some
friends in the government; they are all behind all this to humiliate the Collegium.
There are allegations in the media that he is doing all this to get the second term
as Chairman of the Press Council of India. | have ‘:clld that we are also surprised,
[ will not subscribe that theory but we are also surprised that why he has said all
these things after a gap of ten long years.

To another question as to what is the motive behind this, Dr. Ahmad said it is for
the people who are behind this to explain things. I do not know what are the
reasons or the reason. It is all for us to speculate.

T'o another question that reports from Assam and Maharashtra suggest that there
is lot of discontentment or is it that any heads are going to roll, Dr. Ahmad said
there were certain issues of personal ambitions. [t was clearly stated by one of the
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spokesperson of our party that the cases of personal ambitions were there at
certain places, it is natural but party stand by what decision it has taken and
party will try to accommodate everyone to hear the grievances of every
individual of the party but party discipline should also be followed. Change in
any specific state or whether change will be there or not, it will be confirmed or
denied by the respective General Secretaries of those States. So | am in general
terms telling you.

Coming back to the statement of Mr. Antony in Kerala a few days back and
whether it is in that background the Congress President is not holding any Iftar
party, Dr. Ahmad said it has nothing to do with Iftar party. Delhi Pradesh
Congress Committee is going to have an Iftar party on 26", today there is an Iftar
party, yesterday also there was an Iftar party organized by the Congress people.
Mr. Antony’s statement was Kerala specific and that was made clear by the
spokesperson, | think a few days back. Dr. Ahmad said I have just been informed

that there will be an Iftar party.

(Tom Vadakkan)
Secretary
Communication Deptt.



