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Highlights of the Press briefing Held at 1615 Hours 16.08.2014
Dr. Shakeel Ahmad addressed the media today.
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On the question of reaction of the Congress party over the proposed dismantling of
the Planning Commission, Dr. Ahmad said it is a half baked idea because
[ think he has not suggested any alternative modus operandi or any other alternative
for Planning Commission. So let the government take a final decision and propose
before the nation any alternative system. Dr. Ahmad further said paradigm shift is
not unusual in a country’s history. Congress party was there, it was the same
Congress party which initiated the nationalization of Banks in this country and the
same Congress party was responsible for the globalization of Indian economy. So
paradigm shift is not uncommon in the history of nation. So it is for the government
to decide but if you are trying to eliminate or disband the Planning Commission, you
should have come up with alternative suggestion, proposal or decision.
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On another question that as per the suo-moto statement of the Spokesperson,
Mr. Modi deliberately ignored SC/ST and other backward class people in his
Independence Day speech but your colleague Spokesperson Shri Abhishek Singhvi
described the speech of Mr. Modi as very inclusive and impressive, carrying
everybody on board, carrying everybody along, Dr. Ahmad said in what context he
has said I have not seen that but that may be his personal views. I am speaking on
behalf of the Congress party from the podium and this is the considered view of the

party.

On the question of reaction of the Congress party on the comments of Mr. Amit Shah
from his Jind rally that Congress party is begging for the position of Leader of
Opposition, Dr. Ahmad said it is an unwarranted statement. It is an insult to the
institution of parliament.

Regarding bail to Amit Shah, Dr. Ahmad said there are political promotions. Bail to
the accused persons, plum postings for the accused officers, it seems ‘achhe din’ are
here for all the perpetrators of riots and fake encounters.



On another question that in his report Mr. Antony has given clean chit to all the three
- Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Shri Rahul Gandhi and Dr. Manmohan Singh - Dr. Ahmad
asked, has he submitted his report to you? Where is his report? It is with the Congress
President or the Congress Vice President. We are not in a position to describe or
comment upon this report because we have not seen that report. I can’t comment on
the report without seeing it. I have no information about it. There are speculations in
the media. Mr. Antony has said that he has submitted the report. Since I have not
seen the detailed report, it is very difficult for me to comment on the same without
seeing the report.

On being asked are you going to make the report public, Dr. Ahmad said when we
will be allowed to release that report, we will certainly release that report to all our
media friends.

On a question that Mr. BS Yeddyuruppa has been elevated as Vice President by the
BJP, Dr. Ahmad said BJP is a different party. It is for them to decide that who will be
in their organization but Yes, Mr. Yeddyuruppa's inclusion is very interesting. It is
Mr. Modi’s style of functioning to fight corruption with the help of corrupt people.
Britishers used to do this. They used to appoint anti-social elements in-charge of
different Police Stations and so Mr. Modji, I think, adopted this system and also Mr.
Modi’s party because Mr. Amit Shah is handpicked by Mr. Modi to be the President
of the party also. So, it is Mr. Narendra Modi’s tactics to fight against corruption with
the help of corrupt people but as far as other members of their organization is
concerned; it is for Mr. Amit Shah and Mr. Modi to decide who will be there in their
organization.
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