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Highlights of the Press Briefing Held at 1615 Hours 13.06.2014
Dr. Shakeel Ahmad & Smt. Shobha Oza addressed the media today.
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To a question whether Smt. Sonia Gandhi has written any letter to the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha asking for the position of Leader of Opposition, Dr. Ahmad said
according to my information, she has not written any letter for Leader of
Opposition. There was an Act in 1977 and amended up to 2002 in the Salary &
Allowances Act passed by both the Houses of Parliament for Leader of
Opposition, it is clearly mentioned that the opposition party having the greatest
numerical strength in the House will be the main opposition party and its leader
will be the Leader of Opposition. So, this is the factual position but as far as
speculation in the media is concerned that Congress President has written any
letter to the Hon'ble Speaker of Lok Sabha, it is not true and we will request the
Media not to raise such issues without verification.

To another question whether there is any dispute between the Home Ministry
and the CBI relating to a certain file of Ishrat Jahan fake encounter case,
Dr. Ahmad said as far as my memory goes, a SIT was constituted by the Court.
Even High Court and the Supreme Court are also seized of this case. 1 feel the
High Court of Ahmedabad and Supreme Court will ensure that there is no
interference of the government in the working of the CBI since CBI is an
autonomous institution. We all know this.

On another question as to who will lead the party in Haryana, Dr. Ahmad said at
present Mr. Ashok Tanwar is the PCC President of Haryana and Mr. Bhupinder
Singh Hooda is the CLP leader of Haryana. What will happen tomorrow, I can’t
say at this juncture but today the position is that Mr. Bhupinder Singh Hooda is
the CLP leader and Mr. Ashok Tanwar is the PCC President. Whenever the party
goes in for election, there is a provision that when you are in opposition, the
PCC President and the Chairperson of the Campaign committee generally lead
the campaign and when you are in government, the PCC President, the CLP
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leader and the Chairman of the Campaign committee will lead our campaign in
elections in Haryana.

On the question of the reaction of the Congress party on the statement of
Shri Narain Rane today that they will provide 20% reservation to ‘Marathas’,
Dr. Ahmad said | have not seen that statement and have not analyzed that
statement. So, let us examine that statement.

To another question whether there is any possibility of Congress supporting the
AAP (Aam Aadmi Party) in forming the government in Delhi, Dr. Ahmad said
the Congress party does not have any objection if the BJP and AAP both form the
government in Delhi. As far as the question of the Congress party lending or
seeking support for the formation of the government in Delhi is concerned, the
Congress party will not support any party or seek support from any party for
such cause.

On a question whether there should be a Real Estate Regulator keeping in view
the present Campa Cola Society case in Mumbai, Dr. Ahmad said since | don't
have detailed information on the case, the Hon'ble Supreme Court is already
seized of the matter. It would not be appropriate to comment on the matters
which are pending in the Courts.

On the question whether alliance with RJD will continue, Dr. Ahmad said both
times during the No Confidence Motion against the JD (U) government in Bihar
in 2013 and very recently in 2014, the Congress party had lent support to the
JD (U) government so that the communal forces are kept out of power. Our
pre-poll alliance with RJD is still intact even after the Lok Sabha elections. As far
as JD (U) offering support to the Congress party for the position of the Leader of
Opposition, we welcome this but [ have already made our position clear of the
position of the Leader of Opposition in my reply to an earlier question.

On the question of the reaction of the Congress party on Irrigation scam in
Maharashtra and whether corruption will be main issue in the next assembly
elections in Maharashtra, Dr. Ahmad said 1| have not seen that report. So, it is
very difficult for me to comment without knowing the details of those reports.
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