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Speech by Rahul Gandhi 

ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE SESSION, JAIPUR 

Congress President Sonia Gandhiji, Pradhan Mantri Dr. Manmohan Singhji, Members 

of the Congress Working Committee, PCC President and Chief Minister of Rajasthan, 

AICC Members, Delegates of the Chintan Shivir, Friends: 

I would like to welcome all of you here and to thank you very much for all the 

support you have shown to me. 

There are a lot of our workers who are not here today.  I would also like to thank 

them for the work they do and for the blood and sweat they give to this Party. 

Before I begin, I would like to state that this is a huge honour for me.  Over the last 8 

years this Party has taught me a tremendous amount.  I have learnt from the senior 

leaders and the youngsters of this party and I want to thank all of you from the 

bottom of my heart for all the help and direction you have given me. 

There are people in South India who would like me to speak in English and there are 

people in North India and as is the tradition, I will speak in English and then I will 

speak in Hindi. 

In 1947 India was liberated not by arms, but by unleashing the voice of our people.  

Other countries fought violently.  Other countries fought with weapons.  Other 

countries fought with death.  India fought with non-violence and with voice. 

Everybody told us that it cannot be done.  Everybody told us that if you want to get 

rid of the British you have to use violence.  And the Congress Party said no, we are 

not going to use violence.  We are going to use non-violence.  And we defeated the 
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biggest empire of its time and we sent them home.  This was energy behind of 

Freedom Movement.  Voices.  Millions and millions of our voices. 

Gandhiji’s successors led by Jawahar Lal Nehru freed the voice of every Indian by 

ensuring the democracy became the bedrock of our Constitution.  Relentlessly 

championing the voice of every Indian will always be the essence of the Congress 

Party.  And not an Indian of one caste or one religion.  I would like to repeat it: every 

single Indian is going to be supported by the Congress Party.  No matter where he is; 

no matter who he is.  If he is Indian, we work for him. 

Let’s look at the last sixty years of India’s successes.  They have all come when we 

gave our people voice.  The Green Revolution restored the voice of the farmer.  Bank 

nationalisation restored the voice of the poor in the market for credit.  The IT and 

telecom revolutions literally gave the people voice, millions of people’s voice.  And if 

you have a cell phone in your pocket today, it is result of that revolution.  And it’s an 

honour that Manmohan Singhji is sitting here because he spearheaded another 

revolution.  In 1991, he unleashed the voice of thousands in the field of 

entrepreneurship and changed this country forever. 

The UPA Government has followed Gandhiji’s model.  It has created platforms for 

those denied their voice in the political system.  For the first time in our history our 

people have been guaranteed their basic rights – social and economic rights.  The 

Food Bill will ensure that no mother sees her child go hungry at night; the RTI allows 

every single Indian to personally take on the battle against corruption; MNREGA has 

given millions of Indians pride in their work; Right to Education enables every child 

to aspire to greatness.  All of these radical innovations were possible only because of 

the growth provided by the Congress Party and the UPA. 
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But there are many challenges ahead.  The voices of a billion Indians are today telling 

us that they want a greater say in government, in politics and in administration.  They 

are telling us that the course of their lives cannot be decided by a handful of people 

behind closed doors who are not fully accountable to them.  They are telling us that 

India’s governmental system is stuck in the past.  It has become a system that robs 

people of their voice, a system that disempowers instead of empowering. 

But why are we in this situation?  Why is it, I ask you, that our ministries do the work 

of Panchayats?  Why does the Supreme Court handle the load of the lower houses of 

justice?  Why does the Chief Minister need to appoint a teacher?  Why are Vice 

Chancellors chosen by people who are far removed from the education system?  No 

matter what state you look at, no matter which political party you look at why do a 

handful of people control the entire political space?  Power is grossly centralized in 

our country.  We only empower people at the top of a system.  We don’t believe in 

empowering people all the way to bottom. 

Every single day, I meet people who have tremendous understanding, deep insight 

and no voice.  And all of us meet them.  They are everywhere.  But almost always they 

are kept outside our systems.  No one can hear their voice.  No matter how much 

they try to speak no one listens.  And then I meet people holding high positions with 

tremendous voice but with no understanding for the issues at hand. 

Why does this happen?  It happens because we don’t respect knowledge.  We respect 

position.  And it does not matter how much wisdom you have, if you do not have a 

position, you mean nothing. 

This is the tragedy of India. 
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Why is our youth angry?  Why are they out on the street?  They are angry because 

they are alienated and excluded from the political class.  They watch from the 

sidelines as the powerful drive around in their lal battis.  Why are the women 

suffering?  Because their voice is being trampled upon by people with arbitrary power 

over their lives.  Why are the poor confined to powerlessness and poverty?  Because 

decisions regarding their lives and the services they need are decided by people far 

away answerable to them only in theory. 

Until we start to respect and empower people for their knowledge and understanding, 

we can’t change anything in this country.  All our public systems – administration, 

justice, education, political systems – all of them are designed to keep people with 

knowledge out.  They are all closed systems. Their design promotes mediocrity and 

mediocrity dominates discussion while the voices of insight and thought are crushed 

by the loudness of those who possess neither understanding nor compassion. 

Success in these systems does not come through building, it comes by excluding.  It 

comes not by pushing people forward, but by holding people back.  Everyday 

initiative is killed to maintain the status quo.  We do not praise our colleagues or look 

at their strengths.  And all of us, every single one of us does it.  We won’t praise other 

people.  We will ask them “bhaiya, what is your weakness?”  We only look at ways to 

neutralize them.  And every single day all of us are faced with the hypocrisy of this 

system.  We all see it.  And then we pretend that it is not there.  People who are 

corrupt stand up and talk about eradicating corruption; and then people who 

disrespect women everyday of their lives talk about women rights. 

Until we start to respect and empower people for their knowledge, for their 

understanding, we are never going to change this country. 
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We need the aam aadmi to participate in our politics.  Because even as I speak their 

future is being decided in closed rooms.  There is a young and impatient India and it 

is demanding a greater voice in the nation’s future.  Let me tell you that they are not 

going to watch silently. 

Our priorities are clear. 

The time has come to question the centralized, unresponsive and unaccountable 

systems of decision-making in governance, administration and politics.  The answer is 

not that people say we need to run the system better. The answer is not in running 

these systems better.   The answer is to completely transforming these systems. 

Yet, I am optimistic. 

I am optimistic because we have already put the building blocks of this revolution in 

place.  And to a big degree I would like to thank the Congress President, the Prime 

Minister and the Congress Party for putting these building blocks in place.  Let me tell 

you what these building blocks are.  First of all, India is more connected today than it 

has ever been.  We have the networks of roads, information, communication, people 

and media for new ideas to emerge, develop and take flight.  It is no longer possible 

to limit an idea whose time has come.  Aadhar gives us an unprecedented mechanism 

to recognize the unique journey of aspiration of every single Indian no matter where 

he is.  Direct cash transfer is going to allow us to respond to these dreams with an 

empowering delivering system.  My father used to speak about 15 paisa to the rupee 

reaching the people and we today are preparing the system that is going to answer 

that question.  We are going to answer that question. And 99% of our people’s money 

can go to them. It is a revolution that no other country has done.  And we are 

preparing that revolution.  We prepare the revolution and our opponents say that we 
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are bribing the country.  Giving the people their due is now called bribing the 

country.  They say it because they are scared.  They understand what Aadhar can do.  

They understand what cash transfers can do.  And most important, they understand 

what people in the Congress Party, what the thinking in the Congress Party can do.  

Panchayati Raj and the women’s self-help movement have given us the platform to 

transform our democracy.  The balance of power in national decision-making must 

shift away from Delhi and the state capitals to the last Panchayat and Municipal Ward.  

The Congress Party must continue to wage a relentless battle to overcome social 

prejudice and discrimination against women, dalits, minorities and tribals. 

I am optimistic because of the buildings blocks. But I am most optimistic and excited 

because I see the energy, the passion and capability of our youth.  We need to 

respond to their urgent demand for jobs, now.  Our institutions of learning and 

training must respond, first and foremost, to preparing youth at scale for the best jobs 

in the world.  Equally, decisions that matter to creating jobs need to be further 

liberated from irrational red-tape and outdated laws so that the tremendous energy of 

India’s youth will be fully unleashed. 

vc eS FkksM+k fgUnh esa] laxBu ds ckjs esa cksyuk pkgrk gw¡A vkius eq>s 

cgqr cM+h ftEesnkjh nh gS] vkSj ;s ,d ikVhZ dgykrh gS exj lpeqp esa 

;s ,d ifjokj gSA bl ckr dks vki ekurs gSa dh ;s fgUnqLrku dk] 

’kk;n nqfu;k dk lcls cM+k ifjokj gSA vkSj blesa fgUnqLrku ds lc 

yksx vUnj vk ldrs gSA vkidks D;k yxrk gS\ cnyko dh t:jr gS 

;k ugh\ gS] rsth ls cnyko dh t:jr gS] exj lksp le> dj cnyko 

dh t:jr gSA vkSj lc dks ,d lkFk ysdj cnyko dh ckr djuh gS] 
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vkSj cnyko ykuk gSA lksp le> ds djuk gS] vkSj vki lcdh vkokt+ 

dks lqudj djuk gSA eSa igys Youth Congress dk General Secretary 

gqvk djrk Fkk] NSUI dk General Secretary gqvk djrk Fkk] vc eS 

dkaxzsl ikVhZ esa Vice President gw¡A vkidks ;s ugh yxuk pkfg;s fd jkgqy 

xka/kh flQZ ;qokvksa dh ckr djrk gSA jkgqy xka/kh dk ifjokj Youth 

Congress, NSUI, Congress Party, Mahila Congress lc gSa vkSj vkt ls 

jkgqy xka/kh lcds fy;s dke djsxkA vkSj lcdks] eS ,d ok;nk djrk gw¡ 

dh lcdks eS ,d gh vk¡[k ls ns[kwaxkA pkgs oks Youth Congress ls gks]  

pkgs oks cqt+ZqxZ gks] pkgs Inexperienced gk]s Experienced gks] pkgs oks 

efgyk gks] tks Hkh gk]s tks vki dgsxsa eSa mls lquqx¡k vkSj le>us dh 

dksf’k’k d:axkA jktuhfr esa] eSa vc 8&9 lky ls gw¡ vkSj eS ,d ckr 

le>k gw¡] dke djuk gS] lksp le> ds djuk gS] xgjkbZ ls djuk gS] 

vkSj tYnh ls ugh djuk gSA cnyko gks rks YkEcs rkSj ij gks vkSj xgjkbZ 

ls gksA 

,d nks phtsa eSa vki ls dguk pkgrk gw¡] cnyko dh ckr vkius dgh] 

fu;e vkSj dkuwu dh ckr eSa dguk pkgrk gw¡A dkaxzsl ikVhZ ,d ,slk 

laxBu gS] nqfu;k dk lcls cM+k jktuhfrd laxBu gS] exj blesa fu;e 

vkSj dkuwu ugh pyrsA ’kk;n ,d Hkh fu;e vkSj dkuwu bl ikVhZ esa 

ugh gSA ge gj nks feuV esa u;s fu;e cukrs gSa vkSj iqjkus fu;e dks 

nck nsrs gS] vkSj ;gka ’kk;n fdlh dks Hkh ugh ekywe fd dkaxzsl ikVhZ ds 
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fu;e D;k gS\ et+snkj laxBu gSA dHkh dHkh eS iwNrk gw¡ vius vki ls] 

fd HkS;k ;s pyrk dSls gS] ;s bysD’ku dSls thrrk gS\ ;s ckdh ikVhZ;ksa 

dks [kRe dSls dj nsrk gS\ le> ugh vkrh gS ckrA exj bysD’ku ds 

ckn] /kM+kd ls dkaxzsl ikVhZ thr tkrh gSaA odZj [kM+k gks x;k] usrk [kM+s 

gks x;sA ’khyk th eq>ls dg jgh Fkh fd HkS;k irk ugh D;k gksrk gS] 

bysD’ku ds igys lc [kM+s gks tkrs gS vkSj /kM+kds ls yx tkrs gSA ;s 

xka/kh th dk laxBu gSa] bles fgUnqLrku dk DNA Hkjk gqvk gSA ckdh 

laxBu vkSj tks gekjs foi{k ds gS oks le>rs ugh gS bl ckr dks] oks 

ns[krsa gS vkSj dgrsa gSa HkS;k ;s gks D;k jgk gS\ ;s D;k dg jgs gS yksx\ 

dksbZ dgrk gS] HkS;k eSa fdlh ,d tkr dh ikVhZ g¡w] dksbZ dgrk eSa fdlh 

,d /keZ dh ikVhZ gw¡ vkSj dkaxzsl ikVhZ dgrh gS] HkS;k gekjk rks DNA 

fgUnqLrku dk gSA ge uk rks tkr igpkurs gS uk /keZ igpkurs gS] flQZ 

fgUnqLrku dk DNA igpkurs gSA lc ds lc gS blesaA rks fu;e vkSj 

dkuwu dh t:jr gS] igyh ckrA  

nwljh ckr] ge Leadership Development Ikj Q+ksdl ugh djrsA vkt ls 

ikWp&N% lky ckn ,slh ckr gksuh pkfg;sA vxj fdlh LVsV esa gesa Chief 

Minister dh t:jr gks] rks tSls igys QksVks gqvk djrh Fkh dkaxzsl ikVhZ 

dh] pkyhl QksVks gqvk djrh FkhA usg:] iVsy] vkt+kn tSls gqvk djrs 

Fks] Giants gksrs Fks] muesa ls dksbZ Hkh ns’k dk PM cu ldrk FkkA muesa ls 

dksbZ Hkh ns’k dks pyk ldrk FkkA flQZ izns’k dks ugha] ns’k dks pyk 
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ldsa] ,sls 40&50 usrk rS;kj djus gSaA gj izns’k esa gekjs ik¡p] N%] Lkkr] 

nl ,sls usrk gks tks Chief Minister cu ldsA vkSj gj District esa] gj 

District esa ;s ckr gks] Block esa ;s ckr gksA vkSj vxj dksbZ gels iwNs] 

HkS;k dkaxzsl ikVhZ D;k djrh gS] dkaxzsl ikVhZ fgUnqLrku ds Hkfo’; ds 

fy;s usrk rS;kj djrh gSA dkaxzsl ikVhZ lsD;wyj usrk] ,sls usrk tks 

xgjkbZ ls fgUnqLrku dks le>rs gSaA tks turk ls tqM+s gq;s] oSls usrk 

rS;kj djrh gSA ,sls usrk rS;kj djrh gS] ftudks fgUnqLrku ds lc yksx 

ns[kdj dgrs gS HkS;k ge buds ihNs [kMs+ gksuk pkgrs gSA rks Leadership 

Development dh t:jr gS vkSj blds fy;s <kWps dh t:jr gS] System 

dh t:jr gS] Information dh t:jr gSA D;ksafd ;gka ij] tks ugh gksrk 

gS] blfy;s ugh  gksrk gS fd dksbZ pkgrk ughA blfy;s ugh gksrk gS 

D;ksafd flLVe ugh gS] vkSj flLVe cuk;k tk ldrk gSa vkSj bl flLVe 

dks vki yksx cukvksxsa vkSj vki yksx pykvksxsA  

ge fVdV dh ckr djrs gSA t+ehu ij gekjk dk;ZdrkZ dke djrk gSa] 

;gk¡ gekjs District President CkSBs gSa] Block President gaS] Block Committee 

gSa] District Committee gSa] muls iwNk ugh tkrk gSA ;gka District President 

gSa\ gSaA fVdV ds le; muls ugh iwNk tkrk] laxBu ls ugh iwNk tkrk] 

Åij ls Decision fy;k tkrk gS HkS;k] bldks fVdV feyuk pkfg;sA gksrk 

D;k gS\ nwljs ny ds yksx vk tkrs gSa] pquko ds igys vk tkrs gSa] vk 

tkrs gS] pquko gkj tkrs gS vkSj fQj pys tkrs gSa] vkSj gekjk dk;ZdrkZ 



 2 0  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 3  

 

10  
 
 

dgrk gS HkS;k] oks Åij ns[krk gS] pquko ls igys iSjk’kwV fxjrk gS] 

/kMkd] usrk vkrk gSa] nwljh ikVhZ ls vkrk gSa] pquko yM+rk gSa fQj 

gokbZtgkt esa mM+dj pyk tkrk gS] ;s cnyuk gSA lcls igys dkaxzsl 

ikVhZ ds dk;ZdrkZ dh bTtr gksuh pkfg;sA vkSj flQZ vkSj flQZ dk;ZdrkZ 

dh bTtr ugh vkSj flQZ dk;ZdrkZ dh bTtr ugh] usrkvksa dh bTtrA 

usrkvksa dh bTtr dk eryc D;k gS fd vxj usrkvksa us vPNk dke 

fd;k gS] vxj usrk turk ds fy;s dke dj jgk gS] pkgs oks twfu;j gks 

;k lhfu;j usrk gks] ftruk Hkh NksVk gk]s ftruk Hkh cM+k gks vxj oks 

dke dj jgk gS rks mls vkxs c<+kuk pkfg;sA vxj oks dke ugh dj jgk 

gS] vxj oks dke ugh dj jgk gS] rks mldks dguk pkfg;s HkS;k vki 

dke ugh dj jgs gks] vkSj nks&rhu ckj dgus ds ckn dke ugh djsa rks 

nwljs dks Chance nsuk pkfg;sA 

vkSj var esa] tks gekjs gh yksx gekjs f[kykQ [kM+s gks tkrs gSA pquko ds 

le; Independent [kMs+ gks tkrs gSa] tks Independents dks [kM+k dj nsrs 

gSa] muds f[kykQ Action ysus dh t:jr gSA vki lHkh ;s phtsa tkurs 

gSA eSa Hkh tkurk gw¡A lc yksx tkurs gSA deh Implementation esa gS] vkSj 

ge Implementation vxj feyds djsaxsA ;gka ij] Kku gS] tkudkjh gS] 

ge ;s dke dj ldrs gSA vkSj ftl fnu geus ;s dke dj fn;k] gekjs 

lkeus dksbZ ugha [kMk jg ik;sxkA ftl fnu turk dh vkokt+ dkaxzsl 

ikVhZ ds vUnj xqatus yxh] vkt xqatrh gS] xqatrh gS] ckfd;ks ls T;knk 
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xqatrh gSA exj ftl fnu xgjkbZ xqats ysxsa] ftl fnu iapk;r] okMZ ds 

yksx ;gka vk dj cSB tk;saxsa ml fnu gesa dksbZ ugh gjk ik;sxkA vkSj 

gksxk D;k\ fd tks vkt] gekjs vUnj dHkh&dHkh xqLlk vkrk gS] nq[k 

gksrk gS] Frustration vkrh gS] oks Hkh de gks tk;sxhA eqLdjkgV vk 

tk;sxh] yksx dgsaxs HkS;k et+k vk jgk gS] vc tkrs gSa foi{kh ikVhZ;ksa dks 

gjkrs gSA ets ls yMs+axsa] ets ls thrsaxasA  

eS fiNys vkB lky ls ;gk¡ dke dj jgk gw¡A vkSj eSausa vkils dgk fd 

vkius eq>s fl[kk;kA lhfu;j usrk cSBs gSA dy eSusa] vksyk th dk Hkk’k.k 

lquk] fdruh xgjh ckr cksyh mUgksaus vkSj ;qok Hkh cSBs Fk] mUgksaus Hkh 

xgjh ckr cksyhA fpnEcje th Fks] ,UVuh th Fks] mUgksus xgjh ckr cksyh] 

;gk¡ ij Capability dh dksbZ deh ugh gSA xgjkbZ dh dksbZ deh ugh gSA 

ftl izdkj ;s ikVhZ lksprh gS] ftruh Depth bl ikVhZ esa gS] dgha vkSj 

ugh gS] ikfyZ;kesUV esa fn[krk gS] lc txg fn[krk gSA vkSj eS vkidks ;s 

crkuk pkgrk gw¡ fd eS lc dqN ugh tkurk gw¡A nqfu;k es ,slk dksbZ 

O;fDr ugh gS tks lc dqN tkurk gSA exj vxj vkils iwNk] dkaxzsl 

ikVhZ esa djksM+ks yksx gS] dgha u dghZ tkudkjh t:j gSa] eS vkils ;s 

dguk pkgrk gw¡ fd eS ml tkudkjh dks <w<¡wxkA lhfu;j usrkvks ls 

iwNwaxk] “khyk th cSBh gaS] xgyksr th cSBs gSa] vYoh th cSBs gSa cgqr lkjs 

yksx gSa lcds uke ugh ys ldrk gw¡] exj eS vkils iwNwaxk] vkils 

lh[kwx¡kA D;ksafd bl ikVhZ dk bfrgkl] vkids vanj gSA bl ikVhZ dh 
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lksp] vkids vanj gSaA vkSj eSa flQZ vkidh vkokt dks vkxs c<kÅxk¡A 

tks lqukbZ nsxk oks eSa vkxs c<+kÅxk¡] vkSj Fairness dh ckr gksrh gS] dy 

eSaus Meeting esa dgk] gj dpgjh esa nks yksx gksrs gSa] Lawyer gksrk gSa] 

Judge gksrk gS] eSa Judge dk dke d:axk Lawyer dk dke ugha d:axkA 

vc eSa okil vaxzsth esa cksyuk pkgrk gw¡ rks FkksMk eSa vkidks] vc 

Emotional ckr dguk pkgrk gw¡] fny dh ckr dguk pkgrk gw¡A 

This morning I got up at 4 a.m. and went to the balcony.  I thought now you have a 

big responsibility in front of you and people are standing behind you, people are 

standing on your side.  It was dark and it was cold.  I decided I was not going to tell 

you only what you wanted to hear.  I decided I was going to tell you a little bit about 

what I feel.  I want to tell you about Hope and I want to tell you about Power. 

When I was a little boy I loved to play badminton.  I loved it because it gave me 

balance in a complicated world.  I was taught how to play, in my grandmother’s 

house, by two of the policemen who protected my grandmother.  They were my 

friends.  Then one day they killed my grandmother and took away the balance in my 

life. 

I felt pain like I had never felt before.  My father was in Bengal and he came back.  

The hospital was dark, green and dirty.  There was a huge screaming crowd outside as 

I entered.  It was the first time in my life that I saw my father crying.  He was the 

bravest person I knew and yet I saw him cry.  I could see that he too was broken. 
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In those days our country was not what it is today.  In the eyes of the world we had 

nothing.  We were seen as worthless.  We didn’t have money; we didn’t have cars. 

Everybody said that we were a poor country.  Nobody thought about us. 

That same evening I saw my father address the nation on television.  I knew, like me, 

he was broken inside.  I knew, like me, he was terrified of what lay in front of him.  

Then as he spoke on that dark night I felt a small glimmer of hope.  It was like a small 

ray of light in a dark sky.  I can still remember what it felt like.  The next day I realized 

that many people had seen it too. 

Today as I look back – I have a political career of 8 years and I am 42 years old – I 

can see that it was that small ray of hope in the darkness that helped change India into 

what it is today.  Without hope you cannot achieve anything.  You can have plans, 

you can have ideas, but unless you have hope, you cannot change things; you cannot 

move things the size of India. 

Now I want to talk to you about Power. 

Last night everyone congratulated me.  Many of you came and hugged me and 

congratulated me.  Everybody congratulated me.  But last night my mother came to 

my room and she sat with me and she cried.  Why did she cry?  She cried because she 

understands that the power so many seek is actually a poison.  She can see it because 

of what it does to the people around her and the people they love.  But most 

importantly she can see it because she is not attached to it.  The only antidote to this 

poison is for all of us to see it for what it really is and not become attached to it.  We 

should not chase power for the attributes of power.  We should only use it to 

empower the voiceless.  In our work – it is my mother’s experience of a lifetime, it is 

my experience of 8 years and I am sure many of you here who deal with power 
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everyday and understand what I am saying and realize the positive and the negative.  

We mustn’t forget that there is negative and that you have to be very careful when 

you are going to administer power and when you use power.  

Today India is not like it was in 1984.  We are no longer seen as worthless.  Today the 

entire world is courting us.  Today we are the future.  And as I said before, nations are 

not built on schemes and plans.  They are raised on a foundation of hope.  I am 

standing here because I believe that the Congress Party is a symbol of this hope and 

has the potential to embody it.  I’d like to end again by saying that for me the 

Congress Party is now my life.  The people of India are my life.  And I will fight for 

the people of India and for this Party.  I will fight with everything I have.  And I 

invite all of you to stand up and take on this fight. 

Thank you. 


