20 JANUARY 2013

Speech by Rahul Gandhi

ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE SESSION, JAIPUR

Congress President Sonia Gandhiji, Pradhan Mantri Dr. Manmohan Singhji, Members
of the Congress Working Committee, PCC President and Chief Minister of Rajasthan,
AICC Members, Delegates of the Chintan Shivir, Friends:

I would like to welcome all of you here and to thank you very much for all the

support you have shown to me.

There are a lot of our workers who are not here today. I would also like to thank

them for the work they do and for the blood and sweat they give to this Party.

Before I begin, I would like to state that this is a huge honour for me. Over the last 8
years this Party has taught me a tremendous amount. I have learnt from the senior
leaders and the youngsters of this party and I want to thank all of you from the

bottom of my heart for all the help and direction you have given me.

There are people in South India who would like me to speak in English and there are
people in North India and as is the tradition, I will speak in English and then I will

speak in Hindi.

In 1947 India was liberated not by arms, but by unleashing the voice of our people.
Other countries fought violently. Other countries fought with weapons. Other

countries fought with death. India fought with non-violence and with voice.

Everybody told us that it cannot be done. Everybody told us that if you want to get
rid of the British you have to use violence. And the Congress Party said no, we are

not going to use violence. We are going to use non-violence. And we defeated the
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biggest empire of its time and we sent them home. This was energy behind of

Freedom Movement. Voices. Millions and millions of our voices.

Gandhiji’s successors led by Jawahar ILal Nehru freed the voice of every Indian by
ensuring the democracy became the bedrock of our Constitution. Relentlessly
championing the voice of every Indian will always be the essence of the Congress
Party. And not an Indian of one caste or one religion. I would like to repeat it: every
single Indian is going to be supported by the Congress Party. No matter where he is;

no matter who he is. If he is Indian, we work for him.

Let’s look at the last sixty years of India’s successes. They have all come when we
gave our people voice. The Green Revolution restored the voice of the farmer. Bank
nationalisation restored the voice of the poor in the market for credit. The IT and
telecom revolutions literally gave the people voice, millions of people’s voice. And if
you have a cell phone in your pocket todays, it is result of that revolution. And it’s an
honour that Manmohan Singhji is sitting here because he spearheaded another
revolution. In 1991, he unleashed the voice of thousands in the field of

entrepreneurship and changed this country forever.

The UPA Government has followed Gandhiji’s model. It has created platforms for
those denied their voice in the political system. For the first time in our history our
people have been guaranteed their basic rights — social and economic rights. The
Food Bill will ensure that no mother sees her child go hungry at night; the RTT allows
every single Indian to personally take on the battle against corruption; MNREGA has
given millions of Indians pride in their work; Right to Education enables every child
to aspire to greatness. All of these radical innovations were possible only because of

the growth provided by the Congress Party and the UPA.
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But there are many challenges ahead. The voices of a billion Indians are today telling
us that they want a greater say in government, in politics and in administration. They
are telling us that the course of their lives cannot be decided by a handful of people
behind closed doors who are not fully accountable to them. They are telling us that
India’s governmental system is stuck in the past. It has become a system that robs

people of their voice, a system that disempowers instead of empowering.

But why are we in this situation? Why is it, I ask you, that our ministries do the work
of Panchayats? Why does the Supreme Court handle the load of the lower houses of
justice? Why does the Chief Minister need to appoint a teacher? Why are Vice
Chancellors chosen by people who are far removed from the education system? No
matter what state you look at, no matter which political party you look at why do a
handful of people control the entire political space? Power is grossly centralized in
our country. We only empower people at the top of a system. We don’t believe in

empowering people all the way to bottom.

Every single day, I meet people who have tremendous understanding, deep insight
and no voice. And all of us meet them. They are everywhere. But almost always they
are kept outside our systems. No one can hear their voice. No matter how much
they try to speak no one listens. And then I meet people holding high positions with

tremendous voice but with no understanding for the issues at hand.

Why does this happen? It happens because we don’t respect knowledge. We respect
position. And it does not matter how much wisdom you have, if you do not have a

position, you mean nothing.

This is the tragedy of India.
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Why is our youth angry? Why are they out on the street? They are angry because
they are alienated and excluded from the political class. They watch from the
sidelines as the powerful drive around in their // battis. Why are the women
suffering? Because their voice is being trampled upon by people with arbitrary power
over their lives. Why are the poor confined to powerlessness and poverty? Because
decisions regarding their lives and the services they need are decided by people far

away answerable to them only in theory.

Until we start to respect and empower people for their knowledge and understanding,
we can’t change anything in this country. All our public systems — administration,
justice, education, political systems — all of them are designed to keep people with
knowledge out. They are all closed systems. Their design promotes mediocrity and
mediocrity dominates discussion while the voices of insight and thought are crushed

by the loudness of those who possess neither understanding nor compassion.

Success in these systems does not come through building, it comes by excluding. It
comes not by pushing people forward, but by holding people back. Everyday
initiative is killed to maintain the status quo. We do not praise our colleagues or look
at their strengths. And all of us, every single one of us does it. We won’t praise other
people. We will ask them “bhaiya, what is your weakness?” We only look at ways to
neutralize them. And every single day all of us are faced with the hypocrisy of this
system. We all see it. And then we pretend that it is not there. People who are
corrupt stand up and talk about eradicating corruption; and then people who

disrespect women everyday of their lives talk about women rights.

Until we start to respect and empower people for their knowledge, for their

understanding, we are never going to change this country.
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We need the aam aadmi to participate in our politics. Because even as I speak their
future is being decided in closed rooms. There is a young and impatient India and it
is demanding a greater voice in the nation’s future. Let me tell you that they are not

going to watch silently.
Our priorities are clear.

The time has come to question the centralized, unresponsive and unaccountable
systems of decision-making in governance, administration and politics. The answer is
not that people say we need to run the system better. The answer is not in running

these systems better. The answer is to completely transforming these systems.
Yet, I am optimistic.

I am optimistic because we have already put the building blocks of this revolution in
place. And to a big degree I would like to thank the Congress President, the Prime
Minister and the Congress Party for putting these building blocks in place. Let me tell
you what these building blocks are. First of all, India is more connected today than it
has ever been. We have the networks of roads, information, communication, people
and media for new ideas to emerge, develop and take flight. It is no longer possible
to limit an idea whose time has come. _Aadhar gives us an unprecedented mechanism
to recognize the unique journey of aspiration of every single Indian no matter where
he is. Direct cash transfer is going to allow us to respond to these dreams with an
empowering delivering system. My father used to speak about 15 paisa to the rupee
reaching the people and we today are preparing the system that is going to answer
that question. We are going to answer that question. And 99% of our people’s money
can go to them. It is a revolution that no other country has done. And we are

preparing that revolution. We prepare the revolution and our opponents say that we
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are bribing the country. Giving the people their due is now called bribing the
country. They say it because they are scared. They understand what Aadhar can do.
They understand what cash transfers can do. And most important, they understand
what people in the Congress Party, what the thinking in the Congress Party can do.
Panchayati Raj and the women’s self-help movement have given us the platform to
transform our democracy. The balance of power in national decision-making must
shift away from Delhi and the state capitals to the last Panchayat and Municipal Ward.
The Congress Party must continue to wage a relentless battle to overcome social

prejudice and discrimination against women, dalits, minorities and tribals.

I am optimistic because of the buildings blocks. But I am most optimistic and excited
because I see the energy, the passion and capability of our youth. We need to
respond to their urgent demand for jobs, now. Our institutions of learning and
training must respond, first and foremost, to preparing youth at scale for the best jobs
in the world. Equally, decisions that matter to creating jobs need to be further
liberated from irrational red-tape and outdated laws so that the tremendous energy of

India’s youth will be fully unleashed.

39 H orel =l H, WS & IR ¥ diedr @sdl 5| oMU+ q9l
ggd 9! [RErl €1 2, 3R I U U] hEddl & TR e o
J TH YRIR 2| U 91 BT MY A4 8 H I g @,
IS ST B Hed g9l URIR 2| AR s9H g™ & 99
ST 3TeR T Adhd & | AMUD! FIT oIl 87 d8elld Pl SIxd &
qT TR 8, doil A 98l P STeRd ®, AR A A B 9Gald

P SRd 2| 3R g Bl Th A1 oAb dglld Pl 91d HRAl g,




20 JANUARY 2013 ‘

IR ST T 2 | I FHST & BRAT ©, 31X 3T Fddbl 3T
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Emotional I Ha-l AT8dT &, fadl &I 91 HeAT =redl g |

This morning I got up at 4 a.m. and went to the balcony. I thought now you have a
big responsibility in front of you and people are standing behind you, people are
standing on your side. It was dark and it was cold. I decided I was not going to tell
you only what you wanted to hear. I decided I was going to tell you a little bit about

what I feel. I want to tell you about Hope and I want to tell you about Power.

When I was a little boy I loved to play badminton. I loved it because it gave me
balance in a complicated world. I was taught how to play, in my grandmother’s
house, by two of the policemen who protected my grandmother. They were my

friends. Then one day they killed my grandmother and took away the balance in my

life.

I felt pain like I had never felt before. My father was in Bengal and he came back.
The hospital was dark, green and dirty. There was a huge screaming crowd outside as
I entered. It was the first time in my life that I saw my father crying. He was the

bravest person I knew and yet I saw him cry. I could see that he too was broken.
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In those days our country was not what it is today. In the eyes of the world we had
nothing. We were seen as worthless. We didn’t have money; we didn’t have cars.

Everybody said that we were a poor country. Nobody thought about us.

That same evening I saw my father address the nation on television. I knew, like me,
he was broken inside. I knew, like me, he was terrified of what lay in front of him.
Then as he spoke on that dark night I felt a small glimmer of hope. It was like a small
ray of light in a dark sky. I can still remember what it felt like. The next day I realized

that many people had seen it too.

Today as I look back — I have a political career of 8 years and I am 42 years old — I
can see that it was that small ray of hope in the darkness that helped change India into
what it is today. Without hope you cannot achieve anything. You can have plans,
you can have ideas, but unless you have hope, you cannot change things; you cannot

move things the size of India.
Now I want to talk to you about Power.

Last night everyone congratulated me. Many of you came and hugged me and
congratulated me. Everybody congratulated me. But last night my mother came to
my room and she sat with me and she cried. Why did she cry? She cried because she
understands that the power so many seek is actually a poison. She can see it because
of what it does to the people around her and the people they love. But most
importantly she can see it because she is not attached to it. The only antidote to this
poison is for all of us to see it for what it really is and not become attached to it. We
should not chase power for the attributes of power. We should only use it to
empower the voiceless. In our work — it is my mother’s experience of a lifetime, it is

my experience of 8 years and I am sure many of you here who deal with power
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everyday and understand what I am saying and realize the positive and the negative.
We mustn’t forget that there is negative and that you have to be very careful when

you are going to administer power and when you use power.

Today India is not like it was in 1984. We are no longer seen as worthless. Today the
entire world is courting us. Today we are the future. And as I said before, nations are
not built on schemes and plans. They are raised on a foundation of hope. I am
standing here because I believe that the Congress Party is a symbol of this hope and
has the potential to embody it. I’d like to end again by saying that for me the
Congress Party is now my life. The people of India are my life. And I will fight for
the people of India and for this Party. I will fight with everything I have. And I

invite all of you to stand up and take on this fight.

Thank you.



